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that not one in a hundred or perhaps a thousand can be accounted successful. Such a standard, however, is
not less evidently absurd than that which in business would not permit any man to be considered successful,
unless his fortune equalled that of a Girard or an Astor. It is no subject of surprise that persons of feeble
capacity, of limited acquisitions in knowledge, and of bad moral character, should fail in teaching. Nor do we
wonder that those, who excel in branches of knowledge with which they are acquainted, should fail when they
attempt to instruct in things concerning which they know little or nothing. These are causes of failure so
obvious, that they need not occupy a moment s attention. All my remarks, therefore, will be founded on the
supposition that teachers have good natural capacity are well educated possess good moral character and are
provided with suitable and well furnished rooms for their schools. Some of the friends of popular education
may here be led to inquire what more can be necessary? With talented, well educated and right-minded
teachers, placed in good school-houses and furnished with books and other apparatus, surely, what more can
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