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Motilal Banarsidass Publishers Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi, India, 2009. Softcover. Book Condition: New. When someone
mentions rituals we usually think of religious rituals such as prayer, puja, marriage ceremonies, sermons and
so on. However, if we introspect a little, we realize that we spend most of our life in performing rituals of one
type or another. Most of our activities from morning till night are ritualistic. This book explains how rituals are
closely connected with verse, music and dance. It asserts that like music and dance rituals belong to the world
of rhythm. By ritual we mean any stylized behaviour that recurs. Rituals abound in all walks of life: social
intercourse, military affairs, law and politics, education and so forth. In most rituals rhythm is manifest and
loud. In a few rituals which have a slow tempo, some analysis is necessary to detect rhythmic patterns. The
author beautifully portrays the types of rituals and the rhythms they generate from the babbling of a child to a
band parade or the chanting of a mantra. He explains the initiation and completion of patterns that form the
rhythm. This book shows that like music and dance, rituals belong to the world of rhythm. A discussion on ritual
instinct is given at greater length. The book further proceeds to Hermeneutics or the science of interpretation
and explains rituals in their light. There are many technical words from music, dance and religion. These have
been explained in the text. A glossary which can be used for ready reference has been provided. The notes
which have been added after each chapter are meant for those who would like to know more about the
relevant topic.Printed Pages: 164.
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