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Wildwood River, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 224 x 150 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Sheila Packa has received two Loft McKnight Fellowships, in both poetry
and prose, and numerous other awards. She was Duluth s Poet Laureate of 2010-2012. According to Leah
Rogne, PhD, of Minnesota State University in Mankato, Sheila Packa s poetry is at once deeply personal and
widely universal in its evocative exploration of fundamental human experience. Using the red ore dust with
which she was raised, she paints vivid images of birth and death, work and struggle, hope and despair. Packa
captures the unrest of immigrants leaving their homes in Finland and the unrest of the bitter labor union
conflicts of the early days of twentieth century on the Iron Range of northeastern Minnesota. At the same as she
chronicles events from the broad sweep of history as the country extracted iron ore from the ground and labor
from the immigrants, she shares tender stories from daily life, using the micro-lens of her personal experience.
Especially arresting is the way Packa weaves into her book material from historical sources, including
newspaper accounts of the union organizing efforts of Elizabeth Gurley Flynn and reports on the gritty work of
physicians who tended to the medical needs of the miners and their families in the early days. Women-whether
in the mines or on hardscrabble farms-are equal players in Packa s Iron Range, a refreshing treatment of a
region often seen as differentially the province of the male. From the story of men and women fighting for their
survival and dignity in the days of industrialization to the image of a fragile grouse in the gunsights of a hunter
contemplating its mortality, Packa captures the beauty and the contradictions of...
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