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indexed. Not illustrated. 1903 Excerpt: . sincerely that these desirable functions would be performed well under
the new system which is suggested. It may be well to quote a characteristic passage: The ancients devoted a
lifetime to the study of arithmetic; it required days to extract a square root or to multiply two numbers
together. Is there any great harm in skipping all that, in letting a boy learn multiplication sums, and in starting
his most abstract reasoning at a more advancedl point? Where would be the harm in letting n boy assume the
truth of many propositions of the first four books of Euclid, letting him accept their truth partly by faith, partly
by trial? Giving him the whole fifth book of Euclid by simple algebra? Letting him assume the sixth book to be
axiomatic? Letting him, in fact, begin his severer studies where he is now in the habit of leaving off? We do
much less orthodox: things. Every here and there in one s mathematical studies one makes exceedingly large
assumptions, because the methodical study would be ridiculous even in the eyes of the most pedantic of
teachers. | can imagine a whole year devoted to the philosophical study of many things that a student now
takes in his stride without trouble. The present method of training the mind of a mathematical teacher causes it
to strain at gnats and to swallow camels. Such gnats axe most of the propositions of the sixth book of Euclid;
propositions generally...
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