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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Wheeling It cannot be denied that Cycling, ever since
its introduction into this country as a means of locomotion, has been in want of a reliable Road Book specially
adapted for its requirements - in short, one that will aIord full information as to mileage, hills, and surface of,
at least, the great trunk roads. A strong proof of this, if any be needed, can be readily found by reference to the
columns of the papers devoted to the pastime, where enquiries about roads, c., may be seen almost every week.
Road Books are by no means a new invention, but without beginning so far back as the Itinerarium of
Antoninus - the earliest specimen extant of a Read Book - it will suIice to mention Cary s and Peterson s Roads,
both of which ran through many editions between 1780 and 1830, an interval that embraces the heyday of the
coaching period. With the introduction of railways, travelling by road was gradually discontinued, and
coaching almost died out. When, however, the bicycle was invented, the Queen s highway once more became
extensively used, and wheelmen traversed the length and breadth of the island. Road information was eagerly
sought for, and the bicycling press did its best to meet the requirements of the day, while the earlier Annuals
contained a small collection of road routes described for bicycling. But the first public suggestion I can find of a
Road Book specially adapted ad usum bicyclicorum was in a letter that appeared three or four years ago in
Bicycling News over the then familiar nom de plume of Essedarius. Since then several attempts have been
made...
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