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illustrated. 1888. Excerpt: . . . the lavish display of luxury and sumptuous living that glitters and glows along its
boulevards, yet back of this dazzle and glare, away from the marble mansions and the gold-coining mart, the
great majority are herding in hovels and fighting for life mid environments and associates that render escape
impossible and existence a curse. To see and know the truth of city-life we must go not upon the wide, well-
paved thoroughfares, where dwell the rich and prosperous in commodious homes, but where the poor and
unfortunate burrow in crowded houses and crawl through narrow and dingy streets and alleys. CHAPTER IV.
THE HOVELS WHERE HOMELESS THOUSANDS DWELL. The lower million in every city exist close to the upper
ten, yet their presence, though near, in fact, is deemed but the figment of a disordered fancy, and but little
thought and less care is given to them in any direction that would lead to their discovery and consequent
betterment. A visit to a region of poverty, degradation, and crime, where hope and thriG are unknown, may not
be without its lesson. It is a strange anomaly in human life that within an area of one hundred blocks forming a
portion of what is known as the South Side in Chicago can be found the owners of colossal fortunes and human
beings in the most abject poverty, --palaces filled with plenty and luxury and huts ever haunted with hunger
and want, --troops of children sporting on shaded...
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