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Surgery; January, 1884 If the position taken in the preceding lecture is correct - viz., that syphilis is the result of
undue proliferation of germinal cells, brought about by the influence of a syphilitic cell or disease-germ, which
has been brought in immediate contact with a healthy germinal cell, then all syphilis must be attributed to a
similar cause. There must always be a syphilitic disease-germ to initiate the disease. The diHerent modes
through which contact, initiating the disease in adults or children, is eHected, has already been explained.
Syphilis in infants cannot diHer from this, except so far as the disease is modified by the immature tissues in
which the disease is developed. In this view, strictly speaking, there can be no such thing as hereditary syphilis.
The treatment of syphilis of infants must be based on the same principles as that for adults. If, as has been
shown by citation of numerous instances, notably by results of the recent extensive observation of M. Fournier
and others - the infectious property of syphilis is self-limited and does not continue beyond a period of three or
four years, all cases of transmitted syphilis beyond such period, whether by immediate contact or through
alleged hereditary influence, becomes impossible. If it can be shown that no well-authenticated case of
transmission of syphilis has occurred.beyond a period of three or four years, as has been claimed, then an
hereditary influence extending through generations cannot be accepted. The necessities for the production of
syphilis require for its initiation a disease-germ of syphilis. The development of the disease, following its
contact...
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